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Dear Professor Green--

I vos horpy to note your letter to the editor in the Jan.
18 issuc of ithe Weashington Post. I say this without irony,

for it certzsinly wes not ny intention to provoke ony personsl
polenics. If the press revorts were such a distortion, it is

a service to public understanding (even more thon to your own
reputation) thot thege unrelisbility be underscored. You will
note that I did emphassize the source of the quotstions, and
elsewhere in the column sttempted to distinguish the possible
(but too prevolent) misunderstsnding of remsrks like“stretchout
of technology" from your oun, certsinly less sinplicistic views.

My immedistereaction, however, is thzt we are still poles
apart ong one issue of socizl philosophy. Your reaction to
technoloziczel disharnony is to spesk for a stretchout (though
you regard it ss xzxX unpeslistic). FMine is to demand that
our sociel snd politicsl thinking be brousht into the present
century. A tochnologicsl stretchout is not going to alleviate
globsl malputrition; more intensive studies of hunan (and agri-
cultural) biology moy be sble to help. Perhaps more importent,
the mpin emborrassment that science often imposes on our social
(2nd nmsy I say lezal) institutions is by exposing evils once
cloaked in ignorance or excused by impotence.

However, I am again committing the sin of which you complain,
guoking resciing to your statements in the press, possibly out
of context. iould you fovor me with a2 complete copy of your
talk ot Dallas?

Yours sincerely,
g,’/‘f/c\m Qggw
éﬁoshha Lederberg

Professor of Genetics

P.S. Realistic of not, pless for stretchout are often echoed
in Congress snd nust have some influence on precsrious budgets
for basic science.
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